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Criminal Justice Research Methods
Appropriate Research Question, the Independent and Dependent Variables
My research question would be; does your watching of a video about racism make you feel bad about mass incarceration? To what degree does your watching of a racism video make you feel bad about mass incarceration?
The independent variable would be an individual’s feeling about mass incarceration. The dependent variable would be the effect of watching a video about racism on people’s feelings about mass incarceration.
Operationalization of Terms
To measure how much their watching of a video influences people's bad feelings about mass incarceration on racism, I will ask the participants to rate their feelings about mass incarceration in percentage. The participants who will be ranked are those who will have answered yes for the first question that bad feelings about mass incarceration can be influenced by watching a movie on racism. The percentage will range from zero to one hundred. One hundred per cent will, therefore mean that watching a video on racism dramatically influences a person’s feelings about mass incarceration while lower percentages shall insinuate low influence.
The pre-test and post-test questions I would ask would be; do you think racism is influenced by mass incarceration? Do you think mass incarceration is a result of racial bias? What is the relationship between racism and mass imprisonment? How has your perception of the relationship between racism and mass incarceration changed after watching the video and would your reaction be the same if you watched a video on mass incarceration rather than the one on racism?
As regards the selection of the research participants, the participants would be selected randomly to ensure results obtained are accurate, and selection bias is wholly eradicated as Maxfield and Babbie (2020) advice. The participants would then be asked to pick numbers where all the participants who will have selected odd numbers are grouped, and those who will have chosen even numbers grouped. One group will be given a racism video to watch while the other group will not be assigned a racism video.
To determine an answer to the research question, the mean ratings of the participants who will have watched the video will be selected and compared to the mean ratings of the participants who will not have watched the racism video. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to Maxfield and Babbie (2020), the social interaction of the participants might threaten the internal validity of the results while the asking of multiple and similar questions to both groups of participants may interfere with the external validity of the results.
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